A HAUNTED BEAUTY.                   at

the bitter fruit of the tree of crimes committed in
a former birth. For know, that long ago, when
I was young, I conquered the entire earth, and
brought it all, from sea to sea, under the shadow
of one umbrella. So when I was reposing, after
my exertions, one day there came to see me Ndrada
and another rishi. And Narada entered first. And
when he complimented me, as the chosen husband
of the earth, I said to myself; Now, I must make
him some suitable return. And accordingly, 1 pre-
sented him with the whole earth. Then he replied ;
O King, what is the use of the earth to me? And
he gave it back to me, with his blessing, saying;
Obtain an incomparably beautiful offspringl! and so
he went away. And then the other great rishi en-
tered, and congratulated me also. And I presented
him also with the entire earth. Then that rishi
looked at me with eyes that were red with anger.
And he said slowly: What I Is my merit utterly
despised? Dost thou presume to offer me only the
leavings of another ? Thou shalt indeed obtain off-
spring, but only of the female sex. And beautiful

1 Intending, of course, a soa. Unfortunately he employed
a word of indeterminate gender: hence the lamentable denoue-
ment. For in ancient India, as in ancient Rome, the spoken
went, the letter, determined everything.